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Rhode	  Island	  Atomic	  Energy	  Commission	  
Meeting	  of	  May	  16,	  2013	  

	  
16	  Reactor	  Road	  

Narragansett,	  RI	  	  02882	  
8:48	  AM	  

	  
Dr.	   Mecca	   called	   the	   meeting	   to	   order	   at	   8:48	   AM.	   	   The	   following	   individuals	   were	   present	   at	   the	  
meeting:	  
	  
Rhode	  Island	  Atomic	  Energy	  Commission:	  
	   Dr.	  Stephen	  Mecca,	  Chairman	  
	   Dr.	  Bahram	  Nassersharif	  
	   Dr.	  Peter	  L.	  Gromet	  
	   Dr.	  Anthony	  C.	  Nunes	  
	  
Rhode	  Island	  Nuclear	  Science	  Center:	  
	   Mr.	  Jeffrey	  Davis	  
	   Mr.	  Stephen	  Guarino	  
	   Ms.	  Constance	  Hathaway	  
	   Mr.	  Zachary	  Richards	  
	  
Visitors/Observers:	  
	   Mr.	  David	  Hathaway,	  Sr.	  
	   Mr.	  Joseph	  Moran	  
	   Mr.	  Robert	  Bruzzi	  
	  
-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐-‐	  
Meeting	  was	  called	  to	  order	  at	  8:48	  AM.	  
	  

1. Approval	  of	  April	  24,	  2013	  Draft	  Meeting	  Minutes:	  
	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Gromet	  to	  approve	  the	  minutes	  seconded	  by	  Dr.	  Nassersharif.	  	  The	  minutes	  
of	  April	  24	  meeting	  were	  approved	  as	  written	  by	  a	  3	  to	  1	  vote.	   	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  Nassersharif,	  and	  Gromet	  
voted	  for	  and	  Dr.	  Nunes	  voted	  against	  approval	  of	  minutes.	  
	  

2. Proposed	  bylaws	  change	  
	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Mecca	  to	  make	  change	  to	  the	  bylaws	  items	  2.02(b)	  and	  insert	  item	  c.	  	  Motion	  
was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	  and	  seconded	  by	  Dr.	  Gromet	  to	  accept	  the	  proposed	  change	  for	  a	  vote	  at	  
the	  following	  meeting.	  	  The	  proposed	  changes	  were	  approved	  for	  consideration	  as	  written.	  	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  
Nassersharif,	  and	  Gromet	  voted	  for	  and	  Dr.	  Nunes	  abstained.	  	  The	  vote	  for	  the	  approval	  of	  the	  proposed	  
change	  to	  the	  bylaws	  will	  take	  place	  at	  the	  next	  meeting	  of	  the	  Commission	  
	  

3. Policy	  Regarding	  	  Space	  Utilization	  and	  Allocation	  
	  
A	   motion	   was	   made	   by	   Dr.	   Nassersharif	   to	   accept	   a	   policy	   document	   (distributed	   at	   the	   meeting)	  
regarding	  space	  utilization.	  	  Dr.	  Gromet	  seconded	  the	  motion.	  	  Time	  was	  allowed	  for	  Commissioners	  to	  



	  

2	  
Draft	  

read	  the	  policy.	  	  Discussion	  ensued.	  A	  vote	  was	  called	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  discussion	  period.	  	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  
Nassersharif,	  and	  Gromet	  voted	  for	  and	  Dr.	  Nunes	  abstained.	  
	  

4. Policy	  Regarding	  Staff	  Recruitment	  
	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	   to	  accept	  a	  policy	   (distributed	  at	   the	  meeting)	   regarding	  staff	  
recruitment.	  	  Dr.	  Gromet	  seconded	  the	  motion.	  	  Time	  was	  allowed	  for	  Commissioners	  to	  read	  the	  policy.	  	  
Discussion	   ensued.	   Dr.	   Gromet	  made	   a	   friendly	   amendment	   to	   change	   the	   language	   in	   the	   policy	   to	  
make	  it	  applicable	  primarily	  to	  hiring	  of	  professional	  and	  technical	  staff.	  	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	  accepted	  the	  
friendly	  amendment.	  	  A	  vote	  was	  called	  at	  the	  end	  of	  the	  discussion	  period.	  	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  Nassersharif,	  
and	  Gromet	  voted	  for	  adoption	  of	  this	  policy.	  	  Dr.	  Nunes	  voted	  against.	  
	  

5. Policy	  Regarding	  Conflict	  of	  Interest	  
	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	   to	  accept	  a	  conflict	  of	   interest	  disclosure	   form	  regarding	  staff	  
recruitment.	  	  Dr.	  Gromet	  seconded	  the	  motion.	  	  Time	  was	  allowed	  for	  Commissioners	  to	  read	  the	  form.	  	  	  
Discussion	  ensued.	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  Nassersharif,	  and	  Gromet	  voted	  for	  adoption	  of	  this	  conflict	  of	  interest	  
disclosure	  form.	  	  Dr.	  Nunes	  voted	  against.	  
	  

6. Appointment	  of	  Administrative	  Director	  
	  
Dr.	  Mecca	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  appoint	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	  as	  the	  Interim	  Director	  noting	  the	  need	  for	  such	  a	  
critical	  leadership	  position	  at	  the	  RINSC.	  	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	  announced	  that	  he	  was	  going	  to	  abstain	  from	  
this	  discussion	  and	  vote.	  	  The	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  Gromet	  and	  seconded	  by	  Dr.	  Mecca.	  Discussion	  
ensued.	   	   Drs.	   Mecca	   and	   Gromet	   voted	   for	   this	   appointment.	   	   Dr.	   Nunes	   voted	   against.	   	   The	  
appointment	  was	  made	  effective	  immediately.	  
	  

7. Deliberations	  on	  compliance	  with	  TS	  6.2.2	  and	  the	  State	  HP	  requirements.	  	  	  
	  
Dr.	  Mecca	  presented	  the	  options	  facing	  the	  Commission	  regarding	  correcting	  the	  conflict	  with	  TS	  6.2.2.	  	  
Discussion	  ensued.	  	  Dr.	  Nassersharif	  asked	  that,	  in	  his	  new	  capacity	  as	  Interim	  Director,	  he	  be	  allowed	  to	  
research	  this	  matter	  and	  report	  back	  to	  the	  Commission	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  A	  motion	  was	  made	  by	  Dr.	  
Gromet	   to	   allow	   the	   newly	   appointed	   Interim	   Director	   to	   research	   the	   options	   and	   return	   to	   the	  
Commission	  with	  a	  report	  at	  the	  next	  meeting.	  	  Drs.	  Mecca,	  Gromet,	  and	  Nunes	  voted	  for	  this	  motion.	  	  
Dr.	  Nassersharif	  abstained	  from	  this	  vote.	  
	  
A	   motion	   was	  made	   to	   adjourn	   the	  meeting	   by	   Dr.	   Gromet	   and	   seconded	   by	   Dr.	   Nassersharif.	   	   The	  
motion	  passed	  unanimously.	  	  	  
	  
The	  meeting	  was	  adjourned	  at	  10:06	  AM.	  
	  
Respectfully	  Submitted,	  
	  
Bahram	  Nassersharif,	  Ph.D.	  
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respect	  to	  atomic	  industrial	  development	  within	  the	  state;	  (3)	  
coordinate	  the	  development	  and	  regulatory	  activities	  of	  the	  state	  
relating	  to	  the	  industrial	  and	  commercial	  uses	  of	  atomic	  energy;	  (4)	  
cooperate	  with	  the	  federal	  atomic	  energy	  commission	  and	  with	  like	  
commissions	  or	  agencies	  of	  the	  other	  states	  in	  all	  matters	  relating	  to	  
the	  purposes	  herein	  set	  forth;	  (5)	  contract	  for,	  construct	  and	  operate	  a	  
nuclear	  reactor	  within	  the	  state	  for	  the	  purpose	  of	  research	  
experimentation,	  training	  personnel,	  testing	  of	  materials	  and	  
techniques,	  and	  for	  such	  other	  purposes	  related	  thereto	  which	  the	  
commission	  shall	  deem	  necessary	  for	  the	  health,	  welfare,	  and	  
economy	  of	  the	  people	  of	  this	  state;	  and	  in	  this	  respect	  to	  cooperate	  
with	  and	  make	  available,	  under	  proper	  safeguards,	  the	  use	  of	  said	  
reactor	  by	  the	  colleges,	  universities	  and	  industries	  of	  this	  state	  and	  to	  
contract	  for	  and	  engage	  engineers,	  technicians,	  and	  other	  assistance;	  
(6)	  recommend	  when	  it	  is	  appropriate	  for	  the	  Governor	  to	  enter	  into	  
an	  agreement	  with	  the	  proper	  authorities	  of	  the	  federal	  government	  
for	  transfer	  of	  regulatory	  responsibility	  from	  the	  United	  States	  Atomic	  
Energy	  Commission	  to	  the	  State	  of	  Rhode	  Island	  and	  Providence	  
Plantations.	  

Article	  2. MEMBERSHIP	  PROVISIONS	  

2.01 Appointment	  of	  Members-‐	  Pursuant	  to	  section	  1	  of	  42-‐27,	  the	  
Commission	  shall	  consist	  of	  5	  members	  to	  be	  appointed	  by	  the	  
Governor,	  one	  of	  whom	  shall	  be	  designated	  by	  the	  Governor	  as	  
chairman.	  

2.02 Terms	  of	  Office	  -‐	  During	  the	  month	  of	  March	  in	  each	  year,	  the	  
Governor	  shall	  appoint	  a	  member	  to	  succeed	  the	  member	  whose	  term	  
will	  then	  next	  expire	  to	  serve	  for	  a	  term	  of	  5	  years	  and	  until	  his	  
successor	  shall	  be	  appointed	  and	  qualified.	  

(a) A	  member	  appointed	  to	  fill	  a	  vacancy	  shall	  serve	  only	  for	  the	  
unexpired	  term.	  

(b) Any	  member	  shall	  be	  eligible	  to	  succeed	  himself/herself.	  
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(c) Renewal	  of	  Appointment	  –	  Three	  months	  before	  the	  expiration	  
of	  the	  term	  of	  the	  appointment	  of	  any	  commissioner,	  the	  
Commission	  shall	  notify	  the	  Governor	  that	  a	  reappointment	  or	  
appointment	  of	  a	  qualified	  replacement	  will	  be	  necessary	  by	  
the	  following	  March.	  	  The	  Commission	  shall	  forward	  its	  
recommendations	  to	  the	  Governor	  for	  renewal	  or	  replacement	  
along	  with	  appropriate	  nomination(s).	  

(d) Vacancies	  -‐	  In	  order	  to	  provide	  for	  a	  balance	  of	  skills	  on	  the	  
Commission,	  the	  Commission	  shall	  submit	  to	  the	  Governor	  for	  
his	  consideration,	  to	  the	  extent	  possible,	  the	  name	  of	  several	  
nominees	  for	  each	  vacancy.	  

(e) Resignation	  -‐	  A	  member	  may	  resign	  at	  any	  time	  upon	  written	  
notice	  to	  the	  Governor	  at	  least	  15	  days	  prior	  to	  the	  effective	  
date	  thereof.	  

(f) Appointment	  of	  Designees	  -‐	  No	  member	  may	  appoint	  a	  
designee	  to	  participate	  in	  the	  deliberations	  of	  the	  Commission	  
meetings	  in	  the	  absence	  of	  such	  a	  member.	  

Article	  3. ORGANIZATION	  

3.01 Officers	  -‐	  The	  Governor	  shall	  appoint	  the	  Chairman	  of	  the	  Commission.	  	  
The	  Commission	  shall	  elect	  annually	  from	  among	  its	  own	  members	  a	  
Vice-‐Chairman	  and	  a	  Recording	  Secretary,	  each	  of	  whom	  shall	  serve	  
for	  a	  term	  of	  one	  year	  or	  until	  a	  successor	  is	  duly	  chosen	  and	  qualified.	  

3.02 Committees	  -‐	  The	  Commission	  may	  designate	  standing	  and	  ad	  hoc	  
committees	  subject	  to	  the	  following	  provisions:-‐	  

(a) The	  Chairman	  shall	  appoint	  the	  members	  of	  all	  committees	  and	  
shall	  designate	  the	  Committee	  Chairman.	  

(b) Committees	  shall	  have	  no	  separate	  substantive	  powers	  or	  
authority	  for	  actions	  or	  decisions	  not	  ultimately	  subject	  to	  the	  


